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Plattb City, June 8,1849.

Sir : la eecordauce with a resolution presented at a
convention of the citizens of Platte county, Mnwouri,
irrespective of party, held at the court-house in Plait*
aty, on Moaday, the 14th day of June, 1849, in "pureaanceof public notice," for the purpose of giving an expressionof the popular will in retard to the appeal of the
Hon. Thomas H. Benton iroui the "Jsckaon ie*oluturns"
of our last legislature, ami also to give an exptUtoton as
lo the pnuctiilefi contained in theWihnot 1 roviso, end
for aucn other purposes aa may be connected with these
questions, the undersigned herewith transmits a copy of
UM said resolution, respectfully requesting your attention
to and compliance therewith.

Yours respectfully,
J. MOWN.

President of Convention.
Hon. D. K. Atchison.
Huoivtd, Inasmuch as Col. Benton has given, in an elaboratespeech delivered by him in Jefferson city, oh the 99>h

day orMay ia«* aw yww« ou ine wuinot frovUo and the
lacMalive rcKtlutlont, with his reasons therefor; and it it
tmporiaut on eo grave a question thai the sentiment* of our
pubhu servants should be known, the president of ttai*conventionha directed to request the Hon. David E. Atchison

^ to give, at an early day, hie opinions on this subject in
writing (or pnbUcatiou, with suoh reasons therefor as he
may deem expedient t and that the lion. WiUard P. Hail,the representative in Congress iroui this district, be requestJ.

Mount.
Pruidtnt of the Convention of Platte county t

Bn: Your note of the 8th inst., together with a resolietioaadopted by a contention of the people of Platte county,Missouri, held at (he court-house in Platte city on the
k4th of May, 1849, has been received. I am requested to
five, at an early day, my opinions on the subject of the
Wilmot ftovieo ana the resolutions of the legislature of
this Slate, on the subject of slavery, for publication, itc.

With this request, I do now most cheerfully comply.Ihere should he a full understanding between the representativeand his constituents on all subjects of publicpolicy.especially upon questions of so grave and momentousa character as those involved in the Wilmot
Proviso and the resolutions mentioned.

Firtt, then, as to the Wilmot Proviso. It proposes"that the government of the United States shall* by law,prohibit uavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise
than for the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall
be duly convicted, from all the territories of the United
States, now in possession, or hereafter to be acquired." I
have elated this proposition as it is understood by its
friends and advocates

I consider the principles contained in this Proviso as
"'fundamentally wrong." 1st. Because "any attempt on
the part of Congress to legislate on the subject, eo as toaffect the institution of slavery in the States, in the Districtof Columbia, or in the Territories, is, to say the
least, a violation of the principles upon which the constitutionwas founded." 3d. "That the Territories, acquiredby the blood and treasure of the whole nation,ought to be governed for the common benefit of the
Btates; and any organ izskion of the territorial governments,excluding the citizens of any part of this Union,
from removing <e such Territories with their property,would be aa liferciae of power, by Congress, inconsistwlwith thfe spirit upon which our-federal compact was
hasail, insulting to the dignity of the States thus affected,'calculated to alienate one portion of the Union from another,ami tending ultimately to disunion." 3d. Because
it tends to destroy the just balance of power betweeu the
free and the slave States.
Can it for one moment be believed that the slave States

would have ratified the constitution, if they had supposedthe power to exclude slavery from all the territorieshad been granted.' The power of Congress to legislatefor the territories is admitted, but with many limitationsand restrictions. Congress must keep itself within
the spirit of the constitution and its compromises. Congresscan no more constitutionally prohibit the slaveholderof Missouri from sr"!i;itr in the territories of the
United Statet- ah his sla .an the Rhode Islander
r
with his m mery, or tile Methodist, Presbyterian,Turk, or Moruaon, with his religion. The one is as much
out of its legitimate act of power as the other.
Such inequality in the rights of the citizeris of thesieve gnd free states could never have been contemplated.Can it be supposed that the slave States would

have ratified a constitution giving the general governmentthe power to cloee the doore of the slave States
upon the slave population, and thereby, in the proceae of
time, to force the white population to abandon thoee
State* to the negroee ? for such weuld be the effect of
thja dangerous power, could it be exeieieed.
a Upon Dm principles of justice.even admitting the
power to he in Congress without restriction.can that
body, without a total disregard of right, exclude the citizeaslaveholder of Missouri from emigrating to New
ttaKfrSU* JAMAIS3.EPMthat territory from settling there with their slaves: and
yet to permit men of all" nations, of all languages, and
colors, without restriction ? Congress has the power to
take all needful rules and regulations for the governmentof the territories, but those rules and regulation*,

cannot violate the constitution, or the principle* uponwhich it was formed.
As to the resolutions of the legislature, I mil obeythem. 1st. Beta*** they express the mil of my tonetituemit.To the General Assembly of the State of Mtuonrt

am I indebted for my teat m the Senate of the Untied
Stater, and I acknowledge their right to instruct, and myduly to obey or resign. 3«1. 1 will most cheerfully complywith their instructions, because I concur in the principlesavowed by them, and for the very reasons assignedin them.

I look upon the instructions contained in the resolutionsprrSi J by the legislature of Missouri in 1840 and
those contained in the resolutions passed in 1847, as substantiallythe same. Those of 1847 declare, "that the
peace, permanency, and welfare of our national Union
depend upbn a strict adherence to the letter and spirit"of the Missouri compromise. If the "letter and spirit" ofthe Missouri compromise is not strictly adhered to, thelegislature declares that "the peace, permanency, andwelfare of our national Union" is shaken, because it ismade to "depend upon" it
This language is equally as strong, if not stronger,than that contained in the resolutions of 184V. They declarethat "lor the sake of harmony and for the preservationof our federal Union they will sanction the applicationof the principles of the Missouri compromise."There is but little difference between them. I considerthem as similar in event respect, and do not think anyact could consistently Be done under the one, whichwould be debarred by the other. .

Prior to the instructions, my action had been in accordancewith the spirit of those resolutions; and I takethis oeeasiba to express my gratification, that my action
on the agitating and dangerous question of slavery hasbeen approved of. even by implication; and I do not far
a moment doubt but thai those resolutions substantiallyexpress the sentiments of a very large majority of thepeople af Missouri. They require me to oppose the WilmotProviso and all kindred measures. This I have dons,and will continue to do. 1 do not at all consider that I
am instructed, by anything contained in thoee resolutiona,to do any act having a tendency to dissolve theUnion. A firm and manly resistance to the infringementsof the federal constitution cannot, with propriety,be construed into an act looking to a dissolution o( theUnion. The constitution is the Bond of union. Whenthat is violated and thrown aside, we have no guarantiesleft
The fifth reeolntion of the last Missouri legislature has

my most cordial approbation. It is in the words following:"That, in the event of the passage of any set byCongress conflicting with the principles herein expressed,Missouri will be found in hearty co-operation with thealaveholding States in such measures as may be deemed
neeeMMijior oar mutual protection against the encroach
moots of northern fanaticism "

Asa ttnalor, 1 am instructed by the General Assemblyof the State of Missouri to oppose all aaaaalts upon theMMSBhuUiag States, and s'Vi«*f mors. Bat if Coegreesshould adopt the Wilmot'Proviso, or abolieh slavery inthe District of Colombia, or do any other aet contrary tothe principles expressed in the resolutions, then the reeoiottendeclaree the State of "Mieaoari will be found hihearty co-operationerith the slaveholdinc States in saoh
measure* u may ha found necessary for their mutual
protection against the encroachments of northern fanati«em»"and I, aa a citixm, will he found co-operatingwith Missouri, ukids evenr teaana to preasrve the institution.of thaStates, and tfaTSht.of thecrtiiena thereof,from violation, and at tha sama time using every effortto preserve tes amon ^ aU tlu !»«/«. Let the citireusof the slavehoiding Stales be united, and nreneat an unbrokanfront, and die storm will soon b^ow over, andthe ean will again shine The union of theee Slates isin no danger so long as the compromises and guarantiesof the constitution are respected Let the general governmentrefrain from the exereiee of doubtful powers, and
we will hear no complaints ol violated rights or oppressivelegislation The only danger to the union of theee8tateaj>ow to be feared grows ont of the principles and

'action of the abolition and free-soil parties, or, t should
rather say, the abolition party, for the free-eoilern are
only a sect of that party. Thev, however, have one and
the aeaie object in view, and that is, to restrict slaverywithin its present limits, and ultimately to abolish it
wherever it now exists, and that through the agency ofI the general government, or by any other means by which
II AMNMM

_Then is this difference, however, between the parentand the child ; for free-aoitism i« the offspring of abolitionism.fit abolitionists declare their object to be, IM ,extermination of slavery wheresoever it exists, regardless ,of the walls and fortifications by which it is surrounded
and protected. Ali means which can he need for this and i
.aw. .. I
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ere lawful with them and one of those means is a diaeo
lutiou of the Union. To eatabliah this point I here insert
resolutions adopted by the abolitionists in their annuel
convention, held in New York, not long since. They
were introduced by a Mr. Edmund Quincy, end ere es
follows:
"Httolvtd. That that which la giving strength, extension,end perpetuity to aiavenr.to wit, THE UNION.on beingoverthrown by e peaceful withdrawal from it by the nonslnveholdingSiauis, for conscience sake and seif-preeervation,must necessarily weaken, limit, and speedily extirpateslavery from the Ainerioen soil. Therefore,
"tusulverf, That the motto of every Christian end o(

every patriot should be, 'No union with slaveholders,
either religiously or politically.'"Resolved, That this is not a question of expediency, oo
which notion may be innocently deferred 'tilt a more convenientseason,' out one of absolute morsdity.ofobedience
to Otad and fidelity to mankind.to be met and oarried out
to the letter without delay."
The free-eoilera do not avow eo much: they design

more than they avow. They will prevent the extension
of slavery, ana abolish it under the semblance of the constitutionand iu due form of law. They do not propose to
"storm the citadel, but to blockade and starve the garrison."They go about the work with method and skill.
They firet prohibit and exclude slavery from the Territories.This confines it to the States where it now exists.
They propose to abolish it in the District of Columbia,
and in all dock-yards, navy-yards, forts, arsenals, &c..
and to prohibit the slave trade between the States; and
ultimately by the admission of a sufficient number of
free States, to be formed out of the free Territories, to
amend the constitution.investing the general governmentwith power to abolish slavery in the States.and
finally to place the negro upon terms of social and politicalequality with the white man.
This free-soil party, with Martin Van Buren at its head,

has already dissolvedthe union of the democratic party in
some of the free States, and the work of dissolution is
rapidly progressing in the whig ranks in the same States;
and let ootn whigs and democrats beware lest this party
should effect a dissolution of the federal Union of the
States.

It is contended that slavery cannot b6 carried into the
territories of California and New Mexico without a law
of Congress authorising the same, because it had been
abolished by the Mexican government prior to the treaty
by which it was ceded to the United States, if this propositionbe true, then is it not strange, passing strange, that
a party should spring up in the United States, one of
whose first and greatest principles is the prohibition by
law of the extension of slavery to those very territories
from which it is already excluded 7, Is it not strange that
the legislatures of every free State in this Union should
resolve in favor of the prohibition of slavery in territories
from wnence it u already excluded t II this doctrine oe

correct, is it not madness in northern members of Congress,year after year, and session after session, to proposeand press this measure, And to refuse law and governmentto the people of the territories, without a clause
expressly prohibiting slavery ?
A bill was introduced and passed the Senate at the sessionof 1847-8, providing a territorialgovernment for each

of the territories, to wit: Oregon, California, and New
Mexico, leaving the question of slavery in the two latter
untouched. Every effort was made by thd free-soil
men to incorporate their favorite proviso, but without
effect, the southern senators, with few exceptions, if
any, voting for the bill.the northern Senators, with
but few exceptions, voting against it This bill went to
the House of Representatives, and was there defeated.a
great majority of northern representatives voting against
it; and the southern representatives, with great unanimity,
voting for it.
The great object of this bill, which was reported to the

Senate by the Hon. John M. Clayton, at that time a Senatorfrom the State of Delaware.now Secretary of State
.was to submit this very question to the decision of tbe
courts. If the Supreme Court of the United States should
decide that it could not exist, and that slaves could not
be held to service by their masters in those territories,
without a law of Congress authorizing it, then the freesoilershad gained all they contended for. But if, on the
other hand, the courts should decide that the Territories of
California and New Mexico were open to the settlement
of the slaveholder with his slaves, then the southern citizenhad gained nothing more than bis rights under the
constitution of the United States. For this we oontend,
and nothing more. Non-intervention by the general
government is all tnat we asx.

If it be true that slavery is now excluded from Californiaand New Mexico, the free-soilers are guilty not onlyof great folly, bat of great wickedness. Ifthis matter be
an abstraction, why press it f Why preen it with such
zeal and violence as to drive the southern people to desperation,when all that (key ask is, to let the question
alone where it is ?

But, fellow-citizens, this question is no abstraction It
is a reality.a fearful reality. The moment California
and New Mexico became territories of the United Stales,
they became subject to all the restrictions imposed by the
constitution of the United States, and none others The
privileges, and immunities guarantied by the constilSiuu!
All laws, ordinances, decrees, and institutions, existing
and in force in those territories prior to the ratification ot
the treaty of Guadalu|« Hidalgo, which are inconsistent
with the constitution of the United States, are null and
void Therefore all restrictions upon the subject of
slavery in those territories, derived from legislation bythe Mexican government, are null and void by the vtry
act of acqwuition.
No shadow can bring with it such excitement, alarm,

and agitatioo, from one end of this Union to the other.
The legislatures of all the slave States, with one or two
exceptions, have indignantly remonstrated against this
abstraction.if it be one.
No abstraction can bring this confederacy to the very

verge of dissolution. The best, if not the only way, to
perpetuate the Union, is to administer the general governmentin the same spirit of compromise, concession,forbearance, and fraternal feeling in which it was formed.
This question has long been before the country in some

shape or other, but never assumed its ptesent aspect, untilabout the year 1835. The address of the DemocraticNational Convention of that year repudiated the movementsof the agitators. In 1838, the open and incendiaryconduct of the abolitionists caused every truefriend to the Union to become alarme J at what was likelyto be the result of their action. The southern members
of Congress, generally, remonstrated against their nefariouspropositions. The friends to the constitution and
lbs Union in Congress from the North, seeing what it
must inevitably lead to, if persisted in, also took the
alarm. They determined to arrest the spirit of aggression,and to stand by the guarantees of the federal constitution.In that year, (1838.) Mr. Atherton, a northernman, a member from the Stats of New Hampshire,introduced into Congress a series of resolutions which,after mature deliberation and warm discussion, were
adopted by a large majority. Upon the principles con-
tainea in utese resolutions ail that bare since been putforth hare been predicated. The democratic party of
that day were folly committed in their rapport; and to
show what they were, I herewith fire them:

1. Retolved, That this government ii a government of
limited power*, add that, by the constitution of the UnitedStates, Congress has no jurisdiction whatever over the subjectof slavery in the several State* of this confederacy.1 Revolved, That petition* for the aboliiion of slavery in
the District of Columbia, and the TknUorut of ike Untied
Stairs, and against the removal of slave* from one Stale to
another, are a part of a plan of operation* set on loot to affeci the institution of slavery in the several States, andthus indirectly destroy that institution within their limits.S. Retolved, That Congress has no right to do that indirectlywhich it cannot do directly : and that the agitationof the subject of slavery iu the District of Columbia, or theTerritories, a* a means and with a view of disturbing or
overthrowing that institution in the several Stales, is againstthe true spirit and meaning ol the constitution, an infringementof the right* of the States effected, and a breach of
the public faith upon which they entered Into the confederation.
4 Retnlved, That the constitution rests on the broad principle*of equality among the members of this confederacy,and that Congress, in the eiercise ol its acknowledged power*,ha* no right to discriminate between the institutions ol

one portion of the State* and another, with a view of abolishingthe one and promoting the other.
S. Re.jived, therefore, That all attempt* on the part ofCongress to abolish slavery In the District of Columbia orthe Territories, or to prohibit the removal of slaves fromState to State, or to discriminate between the Institutionsof one portion of the confederacy and another, with theviews aforesaid, are in Nation of the constitution, destructiveof the fundamental principle on whioh the unionof these States rests, and beyond the jurisdiction of Congress; and that every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition,or paper, touching or relalingpn any way, or to anyextent whatever, to slavery a* aforesaid, or to the abolitionthereof, shall on the presentation thereof, without anyfurther action thereon, be laid upon the table, without

being debated, printed, or referred.
These are the celebrated Atberton resolutions Tbeywere recognised as good democratic doctrine at the timeof their adoption. They were introduced by a northern

man, and sustained by the Sauth. There was no cry of
rliiuninn rained anrainnl them than It KaK<»>a^ th.i

Ihe safety of tbellnion depended on arresting tbe highbandedand unwarrantable conduct of tbe abolitionist*
Theae resolution* did ao for a time. So important and ao
juat did they appear, that the principles they contained
were adopted by the Democratic National Convention in1844. It ia contained in the 7th resolution of that body,and is aa follow*:

7. " That Congress hai no power under the oonstitutionto interfere with or oontroi the domestic institutions of the
severs I States, and that such State* are the sole and proper|udges of everything appertaining to their own affairs, notprohibited by the constitution ; that all efforts of the aooiitioniat*or others mads to induce Congress to interfere withluestton* of slavery, or take incipient steps in relatienthereto, are oalcalased to lead to tbe most alarming andiangerous oonseqoanoM i and that all such efforts have an 1nevitable tendency to diminish the happinaagof lb* people, itad endanger the stability and penaaneaey of th* Union,

THE P
and ought not 10 be oouutenauced by any (Viand of jut
l>ollUomI iaatitutiou."

it WU tfiougbt absolutely necessary 10 annere to tuese <

principlsp at that day, and there has beea no cause sui- ]
ocient tochange a principle from that day tothis. That ,
which would "hare an inevitable tendency^ diminish
the haziness of the people, and endanger instability of
the Union," five years ago, will have the same effect now.
We beard no cry of disunion then, for the reason that no
one had the hardihood to cast the firebrand of abolition
in our midst. The South was unanimous at that time in
defence of her rights. Seeing that she was resolute and
determined, those in the North who were and are the true
friends to the "peace, permanency, and stability of the
Union," came up to the support of the common cause.
the constitution. The resolutions adopted by the whole
democratic party throughout the Union fully endorse the
principles contained in those of the legislature of Missouri.

THE SOUTHERN ADDRESS.

Fellow-citizens, i deem this a proper time and occ%
sion to say a few words in relation to the address of the
southern delegation in Congress to their constituents. It
is well known to you that I participated in the deliberation
of the southern members, preceding the adoption of that
address; and that my name, with inanv others, is appendedto it; and among them you will also recognise
some of the oldest and most distinguished statesmen and
true patriots which our country can boast.
The meetings were held in the Senate chamber. Nearlyall the southern members, without distinction of party, J

were present, and participated in them. The venerable
and patriotic senator from Kentucky, Gen. T. Metcalfe,
presided in those meetings from the first to the last. It
is true that the doors were closed and none admitted but (
the members of Congress from the southern Slates. But tl
it is equally true that prior notice of such meetings was t

given in the public newspapers of the city of Washing- »

ton, and that a journal ot the proceedings was kept by a "

secretary appointed for that purpose, and the substance
of all that was said and doue published the day after
each meeting. There was no other object in closing the
doors than to facilitate the deliberations of the meeting.
There was no desire evinced to keep anything secret that
transpired. 1 ne avowed onjeci, anu so unuereioou oy
all, of such raeetiugs, was to enable southern men, withoutdistinction of party, to consult together upon questicnsdeemed of vital importance to the southern States.

In the early part of the last session of Congress various
measures had been presented and were pending, all strikingat the interests, rights and institutions of tne South:
the Wilmot Proviso propositions to abolish the slave
trade in the District of Columbia, and to abolish slavery
in said District.permitting the slaves themselves to vote
on it.and other kindred measures; all of which are enumerated in the southern address, to which, fellowcitizens,I respectfully refer you. It was thought right and ,

proper that the representatives of the slave states should
meet together, and consult as to what was best to be (

done, in defence of the rights of their constituents, and
States.
The object and determination of all, as far as avowed,

was to preserve southern rights, and the institutions of i
the southern States as secured to them by the constitution.The result of all their deliberations was the ad- <

dress mentioned. I signed that address. I still endorse it. JI would not undo the act if I could. I expect always to
be found acting with southern men, in the Senate cbam- <

ber and out of it, in defence of the rights of southern
States. 1 will always, as heretofore, be found antagonis- J
tical to abolitionism and free-soilism. ,

There is nothing in that address which, by torture it- I
self, can be construed into a design to dissolve the Union. 1

If a calm and temperate narrative of wrongs inflicted on
the one part and patiently endured on the other; of good
faith violated, and of reckless assaults by one portion of
the States, upon the rights and institutions of the other,
all in utter disregard of the compact which binds these
States together, tm called conspiracy and disunion, then
this address is replete with conspiracy and disunion.
Then are all whose names are subscribed to it conspiratorsand disunionists, for they are all men who knew
what they were doing, and cannot, when^ut upon their
trial, be acquitted upon the plea of ignerance. That you
may know who they are, and from whence they came, 1
here insert their names;

1'irginia.R. M. T. Hunter, James M Mason, Archi-
bald Atkinson, Thomas H. Bayly, K. L T. Beale, Hennr
Bedinger, Thomas S. Bocock, William 0>. Brown, K. K.
Meade, R. A. Thompson.
North Carolina .J. R. J. Daniel, A. W. Venable.
South Carolina .A. P Butler, J. C. Calhoun, Artnis-

tead Burt, I. E Holmes, R. B. Rhett, K. F. Simpson, D.
Wallace, J. A Woodward. 1

Qtorgia..If. V. Johnson, Alfred 1verson, Hugh A. liaralsnn.
Florida .David L. Yulee.
Louisiana -*B. U. Down*. J. H. Harinanton, Etnile La

Sere, I. E Morve.
Ttxtu..T. Plllsbuey, David S. Kaufman.
Arkaatat .Solon Borland, W. K. Sebastian, K. W.

Johnson.
TVwassscs .Hopkins L. Turner, F. P. Stanton.
.Missouri..David K Atchison.
-iomwisu..wtiiu.i. It. Ku. R Viontirirlr Inlin Gale.

F. W. Bowdon, 8. W. Harris, S. W Inge.
Miuit'ippt..Jefferson Davis, Henrv 8 Foote, P. W.

Tompkins, A. U- Brown, W. S. reaiherstou, Jacob
Thompson.

Fellow-citizens, read that addres».let it apeak for itself.ponderit.criticise it.then ask yourselves if there
is any sentiment expressed in it which the genius of Patriotismitself might not entertain and utter. Let every
press in the State republish it.by all means, let the freesoiland abolition papers publish it.expose it, hold it up
to the gaze of all mankind, criticise and abu«e it and those
whose work it is; but, for the sake of truth and justice,
publish it
That address calls upon and implores the people of the

slave States to be united in their opposition to the measuresof the free-soil men and abolitionists, and nothing
more. Let us present an unbroken front to all their
measures. Let them distinctly understand that they
cannot, dare not, press their nefarious measures to consummation;that we have borne much, that we are
willing to sutler much, and concede much, for the sake of
peace and harmony; but there is a point beyond which
this cannot pass.the compromises of the constitution mut
be adhered to; if we tamely tubmit, if we but waver, in
vindicating our nghti, all u lo*t.
The same power that excludes you from participation

in the gold mines of California will ultimately force the
abolition of slavery in the States. The same power wiU
reduce you to the social and political level of your emancipatedslaves. The same argument that exclude slavery
from the territories will abolish slavery in the Slates. IT
slavery be a sin against the laws of God and Nature, an
outrage against numanity, and a curse to tne country
where it exists, it ia aa much ao in South Carolina and
Louiaiana aa it will be in California and New Mexico.
It ia aa detrimental to free labor in the one place aa it ia in
the other. The constitution will not be much in the way.If it cannot be construed into the grant of power to effect
this object, it can and will be amended, for the free Statu
soon to be made out of fret territory will enable them to
do it: and all who are bold enough to resist this process,
will be denounced as tratlor* andduunioniUt.

It is a vain hope that this question can be compromised,
or in any way settled, without united and determined re-
sistance. How often has the Missouri compromise been
tendered by the South and rejected by the North. They
are unwilling to let the people of California and New
Mexico settle this question for themselves, when theyask foradmisaion into the Union as States.then, by their
fundamental law, to admit or exclude it. They are re-
solved to admit no more slave States into this Union.
The free States have been encroaching upon the slave
States ever since the ordinance of 1787. From that time
until the present, the South ha« been conceding. We
have retrested *un til we can retreat no further; we must
here make our last stand, or we must abandon our insti-
lotions and our equality aa Slates of. this Union. Every ,
concession has been drawn into a precedent, and is now
used against us. If the free-soil party triumphs, Missouriwill fall the first victim to the spirit of abolitionism.

In conclusion, fellow-citizens, 1 will say, that, as a
senator, I will oppose all legislation by Congress which ,has for its object an interference with the domestic insti-
tutions of the several States, Territories, or District of
Columbia, or which will prohibit our southern citizens
from emigrating to the Territories, or from one Slate to

another,with ail the rights and immunities guarantied to
them bv the constitution. J

I will obey the resolutions of the legislature of this ]State upon the subject of slavery. II acknowledge the right of the legislature to instruct i
me on all subjects touching my action as a senator, and
my duty to obey or resign. .1 am a citizen of a slaveholdlng State, and to its institutionsowe allegiance. I am under obligations to the
State of Missouri for honors conferred far above mymerits. Her rights, interests, and institutions are in part jintrusted to my care. That trust I will never violate.

DAVID R ATCHISON.
Catlulta Bibles, Projrev Books. Testaments. MrTAYI.ORa MACBY, Bookseller*, Pennsylvania avenna, near 9th
treat, have just received flnr lot of.

Catholic Bibles, large and small, in rich binding and plain. ICatholic Prayer Books, in beautiful velvet and morocco bindingand ptain.
Tains of the Sacraments.
Schmidt's Tales. J
Catholir Keepsake.
And others, loo many for an advertisement. July 7

gTilAT COW.Cam to tts mhwriher'a on Monday J
O lam, at the end of Long Bridge, a dark krindle cow, with horns |which the oarner can have by paying charges.
Julyl-dlw M LINMLIY, Washington.

^Magaetle Tslagrspk Company.
AWNI'AL MRRT1NG..The annual meeUag of the stockholdnn

of the Magnetic TelMraph Company will be bold at ihs Tele-
rrnph < ifllre, corner of llanover and Beseer streets, la Ihe city of l
Mow York,on Tharsdky, the IBlh dny of Jaly, IS«,at4 o'clock pm. Ja neeordanre with Ihs charter and regulations of said company. oJnijS.Si B. B. PUNCH, PresUeat.

R
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Fins household and kitchen fuenituee, piano
FORTE, Ac., AT AUCTION..On Thursday, lttb instant, we .

hall aall, at the residence of Doctor Towle, uu sotitAB street, user
Mew Jersey avenue, uu the south Capitol gale, at 10 u'cluck a. ui,
ui exeelleal aesortauent of Furniture, via :

Mahogany damask covered aula
OUoiuaju und LMErior chair*
Mahogany plush covered rocking chairs, Ac. ,

Do Sideboards, dressing and uiher bureaus
Do dining, breakiasi, and card tables
Do Grecian, warble-lop,centre, and pier tables I
Do Freuch bedsteads I

Wash, work, and Ugh! stands
Maple, high and low post, and trundle bedsteads
Cane and wood-seat chairs p
Maple wastislands, Ac. p
Feather beds ant bedding <

Hiiir «nrf ahiu'.ir uullrDduu

Two nil frame medium sise and unlet glasses 1

Oue doe large coovea mirror and baiiguig |l«m«
Parlor uod chamber window curtains, bunas, he.
Holar, hall, and other lamp* *

Elegant girandoles, he. *

Very superior piano Ibrte, of due (one dud lottcb, made by Marsh,
or lioelon, conaidered lo be equal to any in Washington

RrUssfels. three ply, and ingrain carpela, hearth ruga, he. '<
China, gldaa, and crockery ware, aiuoug which in a very due gold- ti
band tea and codec act

Fine Britamua tea and coffee act, Diaou h Bon'a beat
Andiroua, ahovel, touga, and lenders

"

Cooking atove, radiatora, air-tight and other etovee
Aiao, a portable furnace for healing liouaea
With an excellent aaaortineut of kitchen requiaitea
Aiao, a good ffeali milch cow, with many other articles unneceaaaryto enumerate 0
The house la aiao for rent or aale on very accommodating terrna. ,

'l'erma of aale: All »uma of and under tpto cash. over fib a credit
4amy and ninety daya, for uolea aatiafactorily endorsed, bearing in- n
eroat. GREEN h TA8TET, ,

July 8.d Auctioneera. t

T liy UKKK« dh TASTKT, Auctioneera. 8

1R)M'KKIRri, GROCERIES, LIQUORS, HERRINGS, he., AT I
J AUCTION..(hi Tueaday, Uie 10th uiataut, at 10 o'clock, a. >.,
u conaequeiice of the affliction of Mr. Allen, we ahull aell the ex- g
eiuuve atock of groceries and liquore, ill hia atore on Louisiana
venue, near 7th atreet, oppoaile the Hank of Washington. We en- 0
uuerute in part. .

10 lialfcheata imperial, Gunpowder, Young Hyson, and black tea
94 bags Java and Kio coffee ,

Brown, loaf, and crushed sugar
:« sucks ground alum and Hue salt §
94 barrels Nu. 1 Potomac herrings

Large lot of tobacco, cigars, and snuff, soap, candles, he. c
6 boxea ground pepper G
8 do chocolate, Fell's best No. 1

(linger, apices, starch, mustard, maccaroni. vermicelli, he. ti
Hoda, aaleratua, rope and cords, candlcwick, twiue, he.

LIQUORS. tl
95 bbta. brandy, gin, Jamaica apirita, Whiskey, rum, he.

Purl and oilier wine
Sperm and oilier oil, lard, he. J
Molasses and vinegar
Also, a good-lot of wood and willow ware V
With a large and general assortment of other groceries loo >

tedious to uieution. 1

Also, the store fixtures, consisting of counter, large platform, and ti
>tiier scales, weights, measures, scoops, large ami small aland casks,
kc. d
The above stock is well known to be equal In quality (o any other ,

ci.ill uaeortment In Washington. '
Terms: All sums of and under cash ; over f90, a ciedit of
wo and four muulha, for uotes satisfactorily endorsed.,

GREEN h TASTET, AucUonecrs. f
JUly 8.d

BY A. GREEN, Auctioneer. /
[VALUABLE FARM, CROP, STOCK, he. AT AUCTION.On
T Tuesday (lie 10th day of July, i shall aell ou the premises, at 5 l
I'clock, p. m., oue of the most desirable country residences within ,
he District limits, with the crop, stock, poultry, he. This farm conniiisoue hundred and eight acres, two roods, and twenty-two y
lercbcs, a large dwelling house, dairy, com-house, stables, and all
itiier necessary outbuildings; is well wooded and watered, with g
urge fields of grain, com, grass, and every other variety of vegeia>lc«;lias also u young thriving apple and peach orchard, chickena, C
lucks, lurkcys, pigs, 8 cows, 4 liorses, and in short every thing thai
.ould conduce lo muke it one of Uie most profitable and desirable feedeucesin the District, it having now one branch of its business In (
ucceseful operation at an annual yield of $1,900. It is surrounded with
.he best society, being in the neighborhood of Major Walker, Mrs. I
Saunders, Messrs. Clagru. Blair, Cariiery, Causin, and other re

peclable gentlemen. Pehtons wishing to purchase can examine (he
|«»j" nj milJ uiur picfiuun w 1

Terms: One-fourth cuh j the residue in seven instalments, runningout lour years, the division of wbicli will be made known on {
llie day of sale ; notes will be required of the purchaser tor the deferredpayments, bearing interest; a deed given and a deed of trust t
laken. Title indisputable.
June87. td A. GREEN, Auctioneer.

BY GREEK A TARTIST, Auctioneers.

Trustee'8 sage of valuable building lots at
AUCTION..On Thursday, the 13th instant, we sball sell on the (

Bouses, at 6 o'clock p. in., by virtue of a deed of trust, made the
day of November, 1844, and recorded in Liber W. B., No. 119, I

folios 151, 159, and 153, one of the land records of Waahinr""!
rouuty, in the District of Columbia, lot No. 19 and eut half ot tot
No. 18, in square No. 496. The above-described property is situated
fronting on south F street, between Pour-and-a half and Sixth streets
west, immediately opposite the resideuce of Mr. George Mattingly.
The two lots hunt seventy-four feet Ave inches, running back 193
feet 3 inches to a wide alley, containing between 9,000 and 10,000
square feel. It will be sold separate or couuected, as the purchaser
may require. It is handsomely located, and in a rapidly improving
neighborhood.
Terms: tinerfourth cuh, the balance In three equal instalments of

ii, twelve, and eighteen munlha, for notes satisfactorily secured,
bearing interest. H. NAYLOR, Trustee.

GREEN A TA8TET, Auctioneers.
July O.eogAds

FOR NORFOLK"

r "ft " L The steamer OSCEOLA will, on Saturday, the 7th
July, commence making two trips a week to the above

placr, leaving Wastungtou every Wednesday and Saturday at 9
o'clock a. m. Returning, leave Norfolk every Monday and Thursa.,. -vns-a p. in.
She will touch, r»"*oiusisnti e,.r vuni, old I'otnt,cone

River, and the usual landings on the Potomac.
Passage and litre to Norfolk #5

" " Piaey Point 9 ,

July 7.dtf ' JAMES MITCHELL, Captain.

A TTHNTION I ATTENTION 11.Persons who love lo inA.dulge In a glass of superior MINERAL OR SODA WATER,
fresh, pungent, and cold, can do so at any time by calling at BUTT'S
Drug Sitae, where the above article can be bad in iU purity, com-'
bined with the most delicious and largest variety of sirups lo be found.

After the Ihliguea of the day, (particularly such hot days aa we now

have.) there is nothing more grateful or refraahiag than a glasa of
food Mineral Water.
Do not forget, as you pass, to call in at the Gold Enamelled MiaeralWater Sign, at the cursor of I'Ah street sad Pennsylvania ivs

one. June 3D.lwd

8AWITAHY PRECAUTIONS.-I i Is indispensably nncessary
at this stason of the year, particularly al this time, and in considerationof the fearflil disease which is making such rapid and fear(histrides throughout our country, lo keep the system cool, and underthe influence of some medicinal agent, so that all the organs of

the body may be able to perforin their necessary (tactions.
In order lo effect this, II It only necessary to have recourse to

BUTT'S superior Mineral Water, with the addition of a small
quantity of his compound camphorated sirup, or any of his superior
sirup, which, by combining with ths carbonic-acid gnat, renders the
draught moat delicious sad cooling.
Do not forget the place, corner of 19th street and Pean. avenue.
Jane 3D.fawdif,

CO-PARTNERSHIP NOTICE,
i GREEN respectfully informe the public thai be has this day assortsciaied with him in partnership JOSEPH M. tastkt. Ths
business hereafter will be cunducled si the same piece, Concert Hall,
under the title of Green A Tastet, Auction and Commission Merchants.A. GREEN.
July 3* JOSEPH M. TASTET.

i GREEN would lake this opportunity to lander his sincere thanks
ft. to the Cittsens of Washington tor die kind patronage be has rc
-eived at their hands, and requests a continuance of the same for the
sew Arm, assuring thein that every attention will he given to any
business that mar be ennflded to them, and prompt returns when
tales are made. He hopes that all will see the necessity of dosing
up his old business, and accordingly invites all to whom ha is hi
iehted, and more particularly those who are indebted to him, to call
uid makr settlement, either by cash or notes at short dates.
July4.eo3t A. GRREN.

1 OEK'T, WMhla|t«n. The undersigned, late of Ike la-
A apection branch of the Pom <Mhcc Department, nflera hie servicesto mail rontractom generally, and to thoae of the aonthweMern
action particularly, with the amnranee thai hia removal from otlrc
lore not militate againat the character be bae for many yean ana
lained In the department for honeMy, capacity, and fidelity, and
refera to hia aaaociatea In odlce of both partiea, with their hearty
consent, to anatain him therein
All orden to attend to baeiiteaa, of every nature, al Ibe eeat of

(overament, will be thankfltlly received end promptly despatched.,
JAMKIt OWN EE, Agent,

inly 4.dtf late of Poet (HSce Department.

NOTICE..TV attention of the public ie particularlydRted to
the rule of the Farm Flock, he., which will take plMua the

inemtaea, at 3 o'clock, oa Tueaday, the IOth iaataal. It lAt tout
milea from Washington, adjoining the farm nf Dr. Paustn |~il Imtag
the name farm Pirmerly belonging to Mr. Henry Ould. Ildwalr
ible tract of land, and well worthy of the attention nfmnnMblnt
handsome country aeat. A-SURg^V

Patent Blotters. ^Z~SR
IPUT RECEIVED, at Ftationeni' Hall, a lot offllaM^^HottBlotter*. Thin artlcla la tyghly recommended hyfl^^Hbve
Also, the Patent Roller Blotter, an entire new hteenolu.

Forsale by WM. VlSCHKR.
July » I

[RPORMATION WAPITED.Mrs Meat Aaa Itarar, anI elderly person, for tome time a resident of tbla dir. baa been nnaa

1* atnrr about rundown of Sunday night IM, «hn ah* waa aaan on
lllth ami, on ber way homo from tkr how of a friend wbom aba
lad boon natting. She waa draaaed in a aaeond mourning calico.
Any information respecting bat will be thankftiily received by

iVM- PKAKR)
July 7.31 Corner of L and Eighth atreeta.

Acaardaaaa aad flattaaa.

IlliT RECEIVED, at Stationer*' Hall, a caaa of an parlor toned Accordeona Paraona deairoua of purchaahing aa aicellaat and haaaifnlInatrumant fbr a mall ram would do well to call before per"baaing eleewhere. jAlao, Flutinaa of aa improved atyla. and lone.
For aala byW*. PISCIIF.lt I

t
Oaaalaa Paiiaa Calagat. ,

FIFTY ROXES of the Qeanlne Farina Cologne Jaat received. For
aale at Stationera' Hall, with every other artlcte of fo cboteoat 0

Mtrfbtnery, at redaced pricaa. .

Jaly 8wM FISCHER- (

rtlahop Krndrlrk'a maw work, m The Peer Ooewela." 1
D Jnat received at TAYLOR fc MAURY'S I

Jaly 8 Rookatora. near Mb atreet.

Caw Raok hythe mrathor of » The gataml Hlatory if 1

tl Rnlhaaiaam"-" Loyola and Jarattiam." *
For aaleat TAYI.OR k MAURY'S

Jaly 8 Bnokatore, near 8lb atreet. <1

iflHtnry RrMgia with Indto Raiibhevl'rmUni, deecrip- k
ft tlon of, by Geo. W. I'uHom, V. S. EaMnnw.

__g
For aaleby 7/ikYLOR k MAURY,

July 8Rookaallera, near Mi atreet. ri

VADSIS8R1 Hlatory of Ike Rrformatlaa ha 8w '

isrM ta 1 r^TVTr^'apJuly S ID
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CITY OF WASHINGTON.
TUESDAY MOBBING, JULY lO, 1M».

Op- Mr. C. W JAMES, No. I Hantaan Knot. Cincinnati.
I our funeral trarolUnf afout (or tho wooiora Statue, aaaiatod bjr
anei K. South, J. T Dent, T. O. South, (rodenck J. Hanroo, John
r. Armatroog, Jaaon Taylor, K. M. btavouoou, W. Raouey, and
orris Locke. I

Op- Mr. ISRAEL E. JAMES, Itt South Tooth etroot. rhiladel
kin, if our funeral traoallinf afent, aaaiatod by Jinn K. Whip-
la, Wa. H. Wold, O. H. P. Stem, John B. Weld, T. S. Watermen,
oho Collina, Jamas Deerinf. Albert K. Wellington, It B. Janiea,
leury Piatt, t A. Evana and Chna. A Hall. I

Op- Mr. HENRY M. LEWIS, of Montgomery, Alabama, ie our

anaral treeailing agent br Alabama and Tannaaeeo, aaaiatod by
I. R. Brett

OP- Our are*!! err yerticsieWy rcfoealed le mekl frti/utnl retnrna

i tin tjfut, and eeyecialiy in reford la new eodecrUera end due en-

IllUOIlCU.|

n»« Kalopr of Oantral PiwU-Th< Honorary Ccrcmonlc*or VnUrdiy.
Yesterday we bad the proud satisfaction of partaking

i one of tbe most august ceremonies which we have
ver witnessed. Tbe programme published by the committeewas fully carried out. Tbe handsome and capacious
laptist church on E street was crowded with a most repectableassembly, of both parties aud of both sexes. A

arge number of ladies graced the ecene. The President
nd most of the cabinet were present, and occupied a pew
lear the pulpit. The Marine Band, seated in the gallery,
toured forth some \of their charming music. Tbe
xcellent opening prayer was delivered by the Rev. Mr.
lamson, pastor of the church. The benediction at the
lose of the ceremonies was pronounced by the Rev. Mr.
ilicer, the chaplain of the Senate. Several other minisersof the various sects in our city also occupied seats in
be pulpit.
r, 1 _/ iL- .r
urenem r uuic, ui mc ocuaic o» iu« vuu«u wwivu,

eli vered a noble eulogy.on Mr. Polk. It was eminently
srorthy of ita subject, of the occasion, and of himself.
t was in the highest style of eulogiutns that are deroted
o the services, and talents, and virtues of the illustrious
lead. It drew a just and admirable portrait of Mr. Polk.
lis (iclitical consistency.his devotion to the strict-con(ructionprinciples of the JefTersonian school.his pro-
ound sagacity.his wonderful promptitude and decision
if character, his firmness not inferior to the iron nerve of
Andrew Jackson himself.his astonishing industry and
he consecration of his time to the public service. He por-
rayed in most eloquent terms his public and his private
'irtues. He drew a masterly picture of his brilliant
idministration, unsurpassed for the variety and value
if the services he has rendered to his country, both by his
lomestic and foreign policy. The whole oration was

ixcellent; some of his touches were almost inimitable.
)ut we prefer to let it speak for itself, as we shall have
he opportunity of laying it before our readers to-morrow,
for one, we cannot but express the deep and grateful
icknowledgments which we owe to General Foote for
his powerful, and affecting, and high-toned address.

Th« Appointments for How Mexico and California.

The Republic, after a silence of nearly a month, preend$to reply to our inquiries relative to the a|>pointments
for New Mexico and California. The conduct of the
personal organ of General Taylor in this behalf gives
idditional force to our suspicious, and goee far to fasten
upon a portion of the cabinet an illegal ute of powerfor
urrrupt purposes, by appointing officers without the authorityof law to reside near the gold regions, and by affordingthem the means of carrying with them considerableparties of men transported and subsisted at the public
expense. The long delay of the Republic to answer our

inquiries, its misstatement of facts when forced to speak,
its palpable evasion of the most material portion of our

lueslions. and the official insolence with which it seeks
to frown down any examination into the conduct of the
men in power, not only indicate a disposition to shield the
sdministration by vulgar assaults on those who would
scrutinize the acts of our public servants, but tends to
confirm the suspicion of corrupt practices which partial
developments had already occasioned. We know that the
Republic docs not pretend to be technically the organ of
the administration; and perhaps it is not The various elementswhich comiKMe the cabinet of General Taylorcomprisingevery shade of |iolitical belief from rank federalismto unprincipled no-purtyism, and men of every
character, from southern slaveholders to northern abolitionists.makeit impossible that a single sheet can reflectthe various opinions of the coalition which now

rules our country. But whether the Republic is technicallythe organ of the administration or not, it is known
that it was established for the purpose of defending Gen.
raylor, and that the whig party has been called uprffi to
extend patronage to it for the purpose of enabling it to
cany out that object. Its article of Saturday, to which
we have alluded as composed of misstatement, evasion,
end official insolence, was evidently prepared from materialsfnrnialisil Ktl mainksv e\l tku kisat as . m

cial subordinate; for the Republic could not have known
intuitieely the law and the section of the law, on which
the Secretary of thmjfbrior relies for his justification in
appointing Indian ageing for Santa Fe and the Great Salt
Lake in Californi^Jf
The article in Xb%Republu states, that we hare brought

accusations againstpu cabinet as being concerned in Sitingout gold minmg expeditions at the expense of the
jorernment This statement is simply untrue. We hare
made no such accusation against "(As cabinet." Oar articles

on this subject were published on the 10th and ooth
of June and the 6th of July, and they only stated that we
bad receired information from a reliable source, which,
/ true, would show that gold-mining expeditions had
been fitted out under the auspices of e number of the
cabinet, transported and subsisted at the public expense,
end guarded on their journey by United Slates troops.
We stated at the time the nature of that information, and
respectfully asked if ti %oa» true. Upon this point we

bare not as yet been answered. First silence, and then
cession has been reeorted to, while insolent and unmanly
denunciation ha* been oflkially aimed at ua either by a

member of the cabinet or by hia aider*, abettor*, and
apologist*. Thia conduct mint convince every candid
mind that our eorre^ondant had a good foundation for
hia statement*. The davie* of coupling the whole cabinet

with our remark* is too ahallow to deceive any
me. It was resorted to in order to shield a mean

her of the cabinet by dividing the responsibility among
the whole cabinet, so that whatever integrity the whole
body may have might be used, and the military aerricesand soldierly qualities of the President be made
ivailable in order to shelter the head of a particular
Secretary from the consequences of his acts. Whining
tppeals to sympathise of the people and undignified
mpplieatioM addressed to the popular gratitude have
teen more than once substituted for plain statements and
andid arguments by the'new organ, in defending ths ad-
ninwirauuii iiuih uir wbii-uww * « " m.v« ihitc

wengiven it for violating solemn promiaee, end elevaingno irresponsible eabnl to rale over tbe nation. We
wliere that Oeneml Taylor ie incapable of diachargieg
he deliee of his office, and that his ignorance of civil
(Iaim renders bia unable to exert any active influence
iver hie own administration, and forces him to rely upon
lie Secretaries to construe the laws for him. Such a

ate of things proves him unfit for hie high office; hut
does not make him a criminal participator in the cor

upt practices of his subordinates. We do not know
reciaely what control, if any, one member of tbe cabietexercises over the appropriate functions of another, i

/

* i

Therefore, we have ab«U»e<i fro® implicating the whole
cabinet in the suapicio* which have grown out of tha
California appoint"*11*' en<l the order to transport the
appointees and families at the public expense; and
we shall co«»nue so to do until we have sufficient an
ihoritjr tf justify us in acting differently It is notour
habit to bring charges against persons unless ws hare
(ood foundation for them.
The Secretary of the Interior relies upon the 7lh seclionof the act of June 30, lt>34, organizing tha Indian

lepartment, for his justification in transferring two Indian
igencies from the Upper Missouri.the one to Santa Fe,
end the other to the Great Salt Lake in California. We
have examined the act carefully, and while we cannot
perceive that it give* any manner of authority forroinovingany Indian agency to New Mexico aud California.1Territorieswhich were not in the Union when
the act waa pawed.we can aee a prohibition by construction,almost ae direct and positive as express words
could make it, to the removal of the agencies from the
Upper Missouri to any country whatever. The 4lh sectionof the act of the 30th of June, 1634, directs the appointmentby the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, of twelve Indian agents, one of
which is for "the Upper Missouri." All agencies not
provided for in the act were discontinued from and after
the passage thereof; and the Florida, Cherokee, and
Chicago agencies from and after the 3lst December, 1834;
and the Indiana and Rock Island agencies from and after
the 31st December, 1830. This section directed the appointmentof Indian agents, and gave to the President
powers over them and their agencies which go further to
sustain the Secretary of the Interior in his exercise of
authority than the 7th section; but a* the appointment*
for California are juilified by the 71A netion alone, it is
needless to discuss any other. That section does no
more than empower the Secretary of War to establish *

agencies for the agents to be appointed under the 4th
section. It is in these words:
" Sac. 7. And be it further enacted. That the limits of

each agency and tub-agency shall be established by the
Secretary of War, eilher by tribes or by geographical
boundaries. And it shall be the general duty of Indian
agents and sub-agents to manage and superintend the intercoursewith the Indians withih their respective agencies
agreeably to law; to obey all legal instructions given to
them by the Secretary of War, the Commissioner of Indian
affairs, or the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and to
sarry into effect such regulations aa may be prescribed by
the President."
No tnan can find in this section of the law any the least

pretext even to justify the removal of Indian agents from
the Upper Missouri, and the establishment of agencies in
New Mexico and California. The intention of Congress
in framing the law is plain and explicit The public interestsrequired that Indian agents should be appointed.
Congress designated the number, authorised their appointment,and indicated with convenient certainty the
territory over which they should exercise their functions,
leaving it to the Secretary of War (whose powers in that
behalf now devolve uyon the Secretary of the Interior)
to establish more particularly, by tribes or by geographicalboundaries, the limits of each agency. The law
surely did not contemplate tie appointment of Indian
agents for territory not in the Union at the time; and no

provision having been made for our new possessions acquiredfrom Mexico, it follows as a consequence that no
such officers can be legally appointed foi New Mexico
and California. Besides, the act of Congress provides
positively that an Indian agent thail be appointed for I
the Upper Minouri, and it is demanding too much to ask'
respectful attention to a defence founded on that act of
the Secretary of the Interior for removing the agency
from the Upper Altnoun to a territory a thousand miles
from the Missouri, in a country which was not acquired
till fifteen years after the law was passed.

If the Secretary of the Interior has no other law Is sustainhim than that which has been cited in his defence,
he has no shadow of legal authority for the appointmentof Indian agents for Santa Pe and the Salt lake.
But admitting that the act of the 90th of June, 1834, ^ves
the unlimited power to the head of the Depertmast of
the Interior to eatahliah Indian agencies, and remove
them at pleasure, and we contend that he is still
without authority is New Mexico and California; for
those territories were not withia the 1units of the Union
when that law was enacted. It has never been consideredthat the Executive has the power to appoint agents for
Texas, where the Indians are more troublesome and
dangerous than in any portion of tbe continent. A (inglespecial agent ban been appointed for that State, and
he was appointed under a special provision in the general
appropriation bill. Tbe subject has been called to tbe
attention of Congiaas. and that body failed to authorize
the President to appoint such oficera for Texaa Since
New Mexico nod California were added to the Union,
Congress has been called upon to authorise the President
to appoint tuck officer* in thorn territories, and Congou
hat failed to gtoe the authority. And further: the whole
Confederacy has been convulsed with the attempts to
extend the laws of the United States over New Mexico
and California, and retry attempt hat failedand tbe
Secretary of the Interior, who now pretends that be can
extend to tbe new territories that portion at the laws which
regulate our intercourse with the Indian tribes, atttd a

prominent pari U producing that fmdure. It is known
to the country that there in no law in New Mexico and
California but military law. Na aril government
baa been provided for there. Every attempt to do so

has been defeated. The Secretary of the Interior and hie
party frienda asseverate that no mauicipel regulations
except tboae of Mexico are ia force there, and that none

shall be in force there, unleae the slavery restriction scmmmkImth»m ih Ilh»r A IIK-Ill mrf nt Cimenis WBS

neeeaaary to extend our rerenoe laws to the Pacific
Such a special act *»« pawad; and all admit that bat for
iu pannage oar commercial regulations would Dot be ia
force in the new territories. And .pot the Secretary of
the Interior claiaaa the power, oa hie own motion, to extendthe act of 1834 to a eonany not acquired until fifteen
yearn after ita panwage, and to aead officeru where they
haee no shadow of eatkeriiy to net in tknr ofuial capacity.And it ia pretended that thie exerctaa of power it

jnetifiad by the exigencies of the pnhlic eerrice, aad by
onr treaty obligations to pravsat ladian axcaraioaa acroan

our border* into Mexico! Why, then, waa Tana act

provided for ' The Indiana in that Slate haea been a terror
to its citixens for yenre. Bnt n few weeks bat

elapsed since they invaded the aattleoieate, aad carried
the inhabitants into captivity. The people of Santa Ft
and the Mormons at the Salt Lake have never, that we

know of, complained. The' justification est np for the
Secretary of the Interior is ridiculoan. A pennon of oar

army haa bean ordered to Santa Fa, first safer General
Worth; aad since the death of that paltoat officer, the
command haa been transferred to Gen. Brooke There is

no necsaaity, therefore, for aa Indian afaat oa ffinl portionof the Rio Grande. If the Fecialary of the Interior
really intended to prevent Indian iacaraioas into Mexico,be would have sent active aad efficient was to

the lower Rio Grande, aad not have left the whole
of that river, from its aroath to the Paoo del

Norte.taker* U mm to fie Or fiuandei y open end

txpoeed. He would not have sent aa oM man to Seats

Ke, where <mt army waa who.», . . -

theMormon Mttiera.U on the hordere of Oregon, who I
had no well hare be. ant to Mai. aa la the Salt Lake, I
For the aerrloea beeaa render ia preventing Indian Inner- I
bom into Mexico; for intpaaeahle aMoataiae. the wilder-1
Mae of enow, ia which Fr*eonTe party periabed, areH
aterpaeed hetw. Ma agency and the hoadere of Men-


